
 

GOODY, LEONARD 

Corporal : Essex Regiment  1st/6th Battalion. 161st Brigade, 54th Division 

 Died of wounds  Date of Death: 02/11/1917  

Service No: 275136  

In August 1914 the 1/6th Battalion was  in West Ham, as part of the Essex Brigade, East Anglian Division. May 

1915 : formation became 161st Brigade, 54th Division. The Division was a formation created by the 

establishment of the Territorial Force in 1908.  In July 1915 the Division embarked at Liverpool, for Mudros. 

On the 10 August 1915 they landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli. In  December 1915 they were withdrawn from 

Gallipoli, moved to Egypt, and eventually into Palestine. 

He was born in East Donyland. He was living in Southchurch and enlisted at Southend-on-Sea at 27 Stornoway 

Rd, Southchurch. Southend Standard 14/01/1916 records him as a Private in H Company, but  this is could be 

pre-war information, as the Companies were re-organised in 1914 from 8 to 4 following the Regulars. His 

records show no next of kin. 

  

 

The 1914- 20 War Medal ,   1914-1919 Victory Medal,   1914 - 15  Star 

 



 

The above letter was written by Leonard  to his brother just under a month prior to his death. It reads :- 

Dear Tom, Just a line or two to let you know I am still alive and feeling as well as a chap can expect after a 

weeks leave in Cairo. I had a fine week. The Nile was in flood when I arrived there; and I saw all the places of 

interest including the Zoological Gardens, and of course the pyramids. I visited the Queen's chamber in the 

centre of the largest pyramid and had my fortune told there. A "nigger" offered to show me the bulrushes in 

which Moses was born, if I would give him a dollar. but I thought that perhaps the bulrushes might have lost 



their green colour by now, so I gave it a miss. I managed to get through eight quid in no time, and could have 

done with another ten. I shall have to go easy for a time now, or my pay-book won't look very pretty. I arrived 

back here yesterday and so I am rather busy must cut the letter short. write soon. Your affectionate bro. Len  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: XXIX. D. 15. Cemetery: GAZA WAR CEMETERY 

 

Gaza was bombarded by French warships in April 1915. At the end of March 1917, it was attacked and 

surrounded by the Egyptian Expeditionary Force in the First Battle of Gaza, but the attack was broken off when 

Turkish reinforcements appeared. The Second Battle of Gaza, 17-19 April, left the Turks in possession and the 

Third Battle of Gaza, begun on 27 October, ended with the capture of the ruined and deserted city on 7 

November. Casualty clearing stations arrived later that month and general and stationary hospitals in 1918. 

Some of the earliest burials were made by the troops that captured the city. About two-thirds of the total were 

brought into the cemetery from the battlefields after the Armistice. The remainder were made by medical units 

during the occupation. During the Second World War, Gaza was an Australian hospital base, and the AIF 

Headquarters were posted there. Among the military hospitals in Gaza were 2/1st Australian General Hospital, 

2/6th Australian General Hospital, 8th Australian Special Hospital, and from July 1943 until May 1945, 91 

British General Hospital. There was a Royal Air Force aerodrome at Gaza, which was considerably developed 

from 1941 onwards. Gaza War Cemetery contains 3,217 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 781 of 

them unidentified. Second World War burials number 210. There are also 30 post war burials and 234 war 

graves of other nationalities. No. of Identified Casualties: 2724 

OTHER MEMORIALS 

Leonard also appears to be commemorated on the 6th Battalion Window and Plaque in West Ham Church (West 

Ham being the peacetime HQ of the 6th), the Southend Central Library ROH (as Sergeant), and Southchurch, 

Oak Panel in All Saints Church and on St. Erkenwauld's Church Memorial. 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

 


